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PREFACE 



In m era Wh ich cries for infarmatiort, in fact damands fnf orrnat ton , it 
rmjst provided. The lack of available inforffiatlon vvi 11 lead to con-^ 
Imctuim md mmlsB. Maturany Ifbrarles of a?l kinds hmm tradition- 
ally ^provfdtd this infonmatforu Qeeause of the rapid eKpanilon of 
pop'u'iatlon antf the reupU changai In poDulatiDn^ culturally^ ethnolo- 
gicaUF, ralitloush;,, llngulstly, etc , brought about by rapfd^and 
^'reasonable-' air traw^U the ^^'recc^nlzed*' channels of I nformatlon- have 
hmn disrupted, a-nd the TDle of the public il'brary must change accord- 
Ingly. One of thm mathodls of bridging that gap 1$ throygh the use of 
mobfia HbrarieSj or bookmobiles as they mrm more comTOnly knovn. 

St, CrDiKj aint thm Vl'fgin Islands^ Is fortunate tc^ have had soma e^per- 
Imnm Im the matter of b^kmobiless md to have ha^ dedicated people 
In the service of mobile liibrtirlei. They were m the ^*front Ifnes,^- 
so to f'peakp and tteir v/ords not ooly'eri I'jTportarrtj, but demand to be 
heard « 

frofti this studly. It nIII be seen that mbUm librsrles do have a place 
In e St. Croix Library System, and it would mpear in the othar Vifgiri 
fs lands , 

The St. Croix Library ^ssoclatlm thaaks the aythor of this "stydy*' fn 
Virgin Islands 1 Ibrariarishfp,. Mr. Jylio EsplMSi^Almestfca^ Librarian^ 
Christlar^ited Gramiar SehMl, for his unselfish sharing of hts persona! 
experlenoas m th bis conwmjnity. Undoubledty this itudy vstll have an 
Influence oh the pUeRimg of fyture Vlfgfn fslands library syutoms. 
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JuWp lsf&3nosa*Alfnesttci 
LilbfarlaFi/ 

Chrlstfanited HUmeRtiry Sehool 
C^irlstlanited, St* Croix COTZO 

Feibruary 1972 

Nr. tobart V, Vayghn, President 
St. Croix Lfbrary M^Qclatfon 
Bo^ 1122, Chr lis t t ans ted 
St. CralM, Wl mBZO 

Dear Slr» 

Plaaia aieeepl ipofagy for not havfng hendad y'Ou^ thtm report 
Nhiafi I pTOrnisad a \m§ tlrm ago. Yoyr letter hm tmm t^(m}^i for 
ihave found tirm to'^ add tim mpptmmntarf pages; and. fin^ ^liPa has bssn 
Ifjfid sft^ygh m type ©yt fche .manoscrlpt^ 

As i mt\tlQmd to y» brnfom this stydy Is besjttf on iii^ years 
ip^lth tha pyblle tibrarliif St^ Cret,^. There U TOra v^ilch j could 
elaborate on but urifortijnataly I don*t hav# mre tlfitia at preicn^^t; 
hmmmff i^m wHMint h^5p whenwar I can.. 

th€ mattrUl anclossd Is iofaly for tha yst of th© Ajsoelatloiii 
I grtatly appreclatiL ymjr fnttreit In LI brarlaRrtiip In tha ¥f rgln 
Islaadi, Steep up th# gcad wrkl 

i/ Jul fo isplMi^j 
Julio Isp^mi® 
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BOOKHQStLES IH THE VIRGI.M iSLANDS 

Statlstlcany the Bookmobf ie has a gretter cireulafticn^ and reaches a 
greater nymbar of peoplQ, than both libraries put togethar! This Is truly 
rmmrkBh)m slnm doa to the corrditlons rather unique to ths Is lands otisr 
%mrv\m Is rather Hmltad* 

Parlodica! ly ^ the Bookmb) ]m disappears frorn the public roadSs and Is 
laid up from a fmw days to wonrnttmrnn years. This sItyatFon causes grsat 
losses both In terms of service to patrons and also In terms of books and 
nrat'erlals v^hlch cennot be returned to the Ifbrarlas, For aMample^ our first 
lookiTipblle died during March 1967j m did not resume service until October^ 
1970* Of the thousands of boolcs out, w have been able to collect lass than 
or^a hundred. In view of this possibility we started from scratch, Thm new 
vahicla was loaded with material that had bean reserved for it at the Fraderlk- 
sted Public Library and what both Ifbrarfes could furnish from their regular 
cpJIections* Members had moved, gro%vn up, or left isldnd, so It bacame nocess* 
ary to ra^ireglster all patrons In order to keep our records straight* 

the phenomlnal growth of the Island In those years further compl Icatad tht 
routes* Pisces like Castle Burke, Angyllld» Negro Bay * etc* no longer eKlsted 
while COTwun It les with hundredi of families now itood on what was once farm land. 
These roatas had to be replannid^ tried and readjuited to the new situation* Of 
course wl th new residents wa had to explain the purpose of the Bookmobile, and 
encDurage thmm to use It* 

Rit nana of the breaks In the lootanoblle service have been as long as this 
onm and we hope It can be avQided In the future« The friquent problems we en* 
GDunter that cut service can be lifted as followsi 
!• fto Sookmoblle^ 
2. No Driver. 
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3^ tto Librarian* 
Bad V/eather, 

Vteath^r Is no longer the problem !t used to be. In the early years most of 
the secondary roads werm uopsved and even the moit adventureiOfna would wind up 
stuck whenever a heavy shower cam down. So a storm that lasted a few days 
meant no service for that much time. Now with the major tty of our roads paved ^ 
only a hurricane vgf II stop the Bookmobllg, 

For the last nine years I must say we have had an efficient librarian^ but 
lack of B good driver has hampered bookmobile service more than anything else 
except* mechanical difficulties or no BoQkmtiDm at all* An inadequate salary 
Is the imafn reason v?hy none of the driven last very long on their Job* 

ftechanlcai difficulties fs perhaps the most perplexing problemt Presently 
the vehicle is dw^n with brakes failure for one month* Pravlously It had to 
hava Its gas tar^k repaired. Unfortunately this situation ha^ been aggravated 
since the tighter schedule calls for TOViment on the Mondays which before were 
set aside for fnalntenance* Repairs must ba done by appointment with local garages, 
who usually d^ a flTie job^ but are rather reluctant to work on the Bookmobile, 
because In th#lr own words **the government takes too long to pay.'" As a result 
the vehlclt 1$ put to one side while the better customers are taken care of. 

Vihenii fl c^oniei to preventive maintenance there are things within our power 
to remedy, Pfrobably the only reason the original! Bookmobile was discarded was 
the daterforadofi* The roof rusted beyond repair, the glass windows were broken 
along witfi mmroiii scratches and dents Inflicted by vandals. The Inside was 
rather faded but usedbla^ QWm the proper protection of, an enclosed garage It 
¥fould have lasted longer and given much lass troybte. This Is further proven out 
If m constder that U Is used! no mDfi than tight hours a day, and remains parked 
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BOOKMOBtlES IN THE VfRGIM ISLANDS Ngi 3 

all weekends and holidays. 

The Bookmobile was ©rlginally mtant to service the library needs of twelve 
thousand people on St. CrojK, Today equipped with the same amount of stuff It 
is trying to cover a population thre© times largsr* Plani are in the making to 
build new nbrarfes in the fnajor population centers like Sion Farm and Hon Bijou, 
Sion Farni at prasent heS a total of some four hundred hofnes and ton Bijoy, oount' 
ing the last section, can house over five hundred fafnilies* Each of thasa mora 
than qualifies to have a small branch Ifbrery of Its own. The Bookmobile would 
then be free to vistt other smaller communities like Paradise, Grovo PlaWj arid 
Tide Village on a regular basis* 

Routes now are on an alternate schedylis whi j means that If you miss one 
day, it will be a whole month before the people In that area will see you again. 
The Ideal Is to visit every area once a week. But, even with a branch at Sfon 
FarfTi and Hon Bfjou this would be difficult to accomplish. 

Perhaps you have asked youself^ why coyldn't the Bookmobllo operate during 
the day? Vtel U In the United States, Bookrwb! les are operated during regular 
working hours. But locally this Is impractical* In niost homes hers, both husband 
and wife work, and the children of pre-sch^I age are left In the care of a mald^ 
or grandmother. Students nornially get home around three o'clock while grown-ups 

do not return until f5ve or 1 1 k o'clock* ^causa of possible mechanical problems, 

i. 

besides inconvenience to ptrsonnel It is Inadvisable to be out bayond Sevan 
o'clock, which means the Bookmobile has only four hours to run one day's scbedylei 
The population and the number of small er comrrajn! ties will not Justify a small 
library In each. For onsp there would be too mjcb duplication of materials. It 
would also be costly t^ have even a number of part*tlma librarlani and a book 
depository In eachp On tht other hand, i seeond properly-staffed flookniobi U 
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would fulfill these needs and prove to be less expensive. 

This would seem superfiuous it thii tfme. But let's consider how many new 
comunlties are being planned or are In construction: Paradise, V/Mliams Delight, 

UM* todge Pavilion, the development of Strawberry^ Glynn, and so on. The second 
Bookrncbile would also be used as a back up vehicle to supplement, in case of a 
briakdown. This would all but guarantee efficient library service to all the 
island* 

Sana of these ideal are being considered and perhaps in another ten years 
they v^ill bscome reality. If conditions on the Island refnaln the same It would 
Just be a matter of time but, unfortunately, St. Croix continues growing at the 
same rate. Something must bi done so we can truly ''Take the Library to Our 
People*'' 

Supplement ^ Ru ral Library Service , March 1571 

Rural contmjnltles In St, Croix are scattered clusters of homes. These are 
situated on plots of land measuring from 1/4 to several acres. Most lie along 
paved secondary roads and can easily be reached by a Bookmobile. By far, the 
grtat major! ty of the people of St.^Croix live In these homes which dot the entire 
island^ except for the extreme north-west. Princess Is the largest single estate 
that falls under this elassif Icatlon. 

Planned conwunltles are little towns constructed by private enterprises. 

Most of these have provisions for recreational and cultural centers but very few 

have a physical structure that could house a library. What Is most striking is 

that sQifie Ilk© Hon Bijou and Slon Farm have more people than the town of Frederik* 

sted proper* From thm% observatloni wo can say that whan the people moved to th© 

country the library did not go with them* 
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Soclo-econonilc factops dictate the above to be the movement and growth trends 
in th€ population of St. Croix for the rest of the century. Since the advent of 

the Bookmobile In 1958. there has been no significant change of improvement in 
Public Library service. With the collective efforts of the St. Cro'ix Library 
AssociatioR we can take the library back to the people. It is my sincerest hope 
that this ihort study will be reviewed critically and improved upon to make a 
more meaningful and comprehensive plan. 



Rural Library Service. March 1971 



Cornmu n I t y 

Mon BIJou 
Sion Farm 
Camporico 
William'i Delight 
A.O. Morales 

Bjmbug 
Prof i t 
Paradi se 
Peppertree 
Mt. Welconie 

Tide Village 
Princess 
Soffarell I 
Grove Place 
Catherine's Rest 

Colquohoun 
Anna's Hope 
West End 
East End 
Concordia 

Glynn 

Strawberry 
Golden Rock 



Bookmobi le 
Se rv Ice 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
No 

Yes 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
No 

Partial 
No 
No 

No 
No 
No 



Action 



Oiicor.tinued for S.F. 6 M.B. 



Under Construction 
Too near to CPL 

Too near to FPL 



(tot enough time 
Cut short for S.F. & M.B. 
Not enough patronage 
Discontinued for S.F. £ M.B. 

Not enough time 
Under Construction 
Too Near to CPL 



Type of Com niunity 

0 
D 
0 
PC 
HD 

PC 
D 
PC 
TP 
PC 

PC 
R 

HO 
R 
0 

R 
R 
R 
R 
R 

R 

PC 
D 



Abbreviations I H.B. - Mon iljoui S.F. - Sion Farmi 0 - Private Hoyselng Oevelop- 
mnt or Groups of Private Homes; PC - Planned Comnunityi R-Rural i HD - Government 
Housing Oevilopmtnt for Low- Income Famines. 
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